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Furthermore, that man consists of a soul and a body ought to be beyond controversy. Now | understand by the term



“soul” an immortal yet created essence, which is his nobler part. Sometines it is called “spirit.” For even when
these terms are joined together, they differ from one another in meaning; yet when the word “spirit” is used by itself, it
means the same thing as soul;

as when Solomon, speaking of death, says that then “the spirit returns to God who gave it” [Ecclesiastes 12:7].And
when Christ commended his spirit to the Father [Luke 23:46]and Stephen his to Christ[Acts 7:59]they meant only that
when the soul is freed from the prison house of the body, God is its perpetual guardian.

Some imagine the soul to be called “spirit” for the reason that it is breath, or a force divinely infused into bodies,
but that it nevertheless is without essence; both the thing itself and all Scripture show them to be stupidly blundering in this
opinion.
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